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colonies, including Madagascai, but not including
Algeria or Tunis; and finally the Penitentiary Sec-
tion, which provides administrators for the penal
colonies.
The number of students to be admitted to each of
these four sections is fixed by the Minister on the
ist of February of each year, and exceeds by one-
third the number of probable vacancies in the service
reserved for graduates of the School.1 The candi-
dates are of course admitted in the order of their
rank at the competitive examination, and the suc-
cessful ones are allowed in the same order to choose
the section they will enter. The Indo-Chinese is
generally the favorite, and the African comes next;
although a man with high rank sometimes chooses
the Penitentiary Section, not that any one wants to
go to the penal colonies, but because one or two
positions in the Colonial Office at Paris are given
each year to the graduates with the highest general
average of marks, and as the Penitentiary Section
has few courses, the men in it have a good chance to
rank high.
The number of students admitted each year is
about thirty-three or thirty-four, and of these a couple
fail to pass the annual examinations, and a couple
more leave for other reasons, so that there graduate
annually about twenty-five men. Thus in 1899 nine
men obtained a degree in the Commissary Section,
ten in the Indo-Chinese Section, five in the African
1 Decree of April 2, 1896, Art. 3.